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Corneto;   and later the Popes acknowledged in
writing his great services and cleared his reputation.
The origin of the idea that we Vitelleschis have
descended from the Emperor Vitellius, comes from
our coat of arms, which consists of the Roman
imperial eagle surmounting two calves, below the
calves is a pool, and swimming in the pool is a
fish.
According to what I have been told, the original
coat of arms was the eagle and the calves. Calf in
Italian is mtello, and the ancient family name as
written in the old documents of 1300 was in Latin
Vitellescus (son of the calf), and later in Italian
became Vitelleschi. Hence the supposition of our
descendance from Vitellius. The fish, as everybody
knows, was the hidden sign of the Christians in the
early days of persecution, and our family tradition
is that the fish was added later on to our coat of
arms, as the sign that we were Christians.
I used to go sometimes when a child to Corneto,
We put a hamper for lunch in a trap, and with my
mother and I on one side and my father opposite,
we trotted away along the plain. My mother, very
fair and young, wore a long dress of white muslin
with a tiny satin belt. Her white hat cast an unvary-
ing shadow on her face. Her fingers clasped the flat,
circular knob of her parasol. I sat beside her in my
sailor suit and stared about me. My father, still
handsome, held his yellow gloves on his knees. In
that clear sunlight we must have looked like a picture
waiting to be painted by Manet. Soon we saw the
campanile and square palace of Corneto on its
hill-top, while beyond, mile upon mile, were the
Umbrian hills.